Sunderland A.F.C. Formation — Contemporary Reports up to 1884

The following is a timeline of the existing factual information relating to the people and other entities that are relevant to
the formation of Sunderland A.F.C. Unlike the anecdotal evidence referring to the 1879 formation date, this information can
reasonably be taken as a matter of fact. These facts have been considered in their contemporary context and in the context
of the anecdotal evidence and commented where appropriate.

The Sunderland Echo, Newcastle Journal and Athletic News newsprint excerpts are courtesy of
http.//www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, other newspaper items have been collected from the Central Libraries at

Sunderland and Newcastle.

Pre-1879: James Allan

James Allan was born on 9" October 1857 in Green Street, Ayr, Scotland, to father William (a
shoemaker) and mother Hellen. These details are available from the 1911 Census return. It is
universally stated that he arrived in Sunderland from Glasgow University, sometimes indicating that
he was a graduate; however further investigation has unearthed a slightly different story.

There is a record of Allan enrolling for the summer term at Glasgow University in both 1877 (to study
medicine) and 1878 (to study botany), but there is no indication that he was a permanent student,
and no record of him graduating.

It would appear his association with Glasgow University was a temporary one only, a means of
supplementing his studies whilst pursuing his chosen career, teaching. The University of Strathclyde
Archives have provided a very detailed description of his successful completion of Teacher Training
during the years 1876 and 1877:

“... a student called James Allan does appear in the ‘Register of Students’ Certificates’ for the
Glasgow Church of Scotland Training College (archive reference: CSTC/2/3). He was born on 9
October 1857, and passed the College’s entrance examination for male candidates at Christmas
1875. The teacher training course took two years, and covered science subjects (magnetism and
electricity, physiology and geology) as well as drawing. James Allan completed the course and left the
College at Christmas 1877, having obtained final marks of VG [very good] for Arithmetic, G [good]
for Geometry, and VF [very fair] for Algebra. Unfortunately, the Register does not indicate where he
went on to teach after he finished the course.”

Without doubt, Allan had qualified as a teacher at the end of 1877, aged 20. There is no trace of him
in 1878, but it is reasonable to assume that he was probably gaining experience as a teacherin a
school in Scotland, probably in the Glasgow area; and topping up his knowledge with lectures in
Botany given at Glasgow University during May, June and July of that year.
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Pre-1879: John Grayston

John Grayston was born in Halifax on 21 March 1862. He asserts in his 1931 memoirs that he
arrived in Sunderland in 1877 to be a Pupil Teacher! at Hendon Board School. There is no reason to
doubt this, as he soon starts to appear in this role in the local press.

Here he is “improving” himself - and probably also
hoping to get to know the local single ladies —in the
Sunderland Echo of 4™ November 1878.

BUNDBBLAND BOARD & WESLEYAN
TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION.

annual meeting for the d'stribution of
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On 17t December 1878, he receives a prize after »sm. mmﬂ%%

completing his 3™ year as a Pupil Teacher.

)a Aun B.'X.'lmﬂnw, Gadmm-um. l'gi. Mrs
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This ties in nicely with the way the Pupil Teacher system worked, indicating that Grayston would
have completed his two probationary years at Crossley School, Halifax, with his first calendar year at
Hendon being his third as a Pupil Teacher. He would therefore go on to complete his Pupil Teacher
training by the end of 1880. As it happened, he did not proceed to teacher training college for

L Pupil Teacher System: At age 13, pupils could stay on at school as probationers to help with the teaching of
younger pupils. After two years, they would spend another three years learning the job, before taking a final
exam. If they passed, they would be paid to go to training college in order to qualify as a teacher. Throughout
they would still have to continue with their own education.
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another year; either he had to retake the qualifying examination, or he decided to remain a year as
an uncertified teacher to raise funds to supplement the bursary he would receive.

Pre-1879: Schooling and Teachers in Sunderland

Sunderland School Board

The development and management of schools in Sunderland, and the appointment of teachers and
masters, was overseen by the Sunderland School Board during this period. The School Board met
monthly and extensive minutes were published in the Sunderland Echo. Committees for Finance,
Education and Works all reported via the Board; virtually all appointments and movements of
teachers were also reported. Hendon Board School features quite prominently at this time, as it was
being extended to accommodate more pupils, consolidating those from smaller schools into one
site. Hence there are adverts posted for tenders for the construction of new school buildings at

Hendon in August 1877; the new Hendon Board School for Girls opens on 28" April 1878; there are
more building tenders issued in November 1878. The expanded “Hendon Board Schools” were
officially opened on Monday 6% January 1879, with Walter Chappel — later to be a founder of
Sunderland A.F.C. —the first assistant master of the Boys’ Department:
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Hendon Board School was therefore in the market for more teachers in 1879; James Allan would be
one of the masters they subsequently recruited.

Sunderland & District Teachers Association

Starting life as the “Association of Teachers of the Wesleyan and Board Schools in Sunderland”, this
was a forum where masters, teachers and pupil-teachers could meet and exchange ideas, grumble
about conditions, etc. It was independent of the School Board, more like the local branch of a Trades
Union. They met quarterly and some of these meetings were reported in the Sunderland Echo.

Pre-1879: Football in Sunderland

The only form of football being played in Sunderland at this time was rugby. There were two main
clubs in the town at the time:

e Sunderland Football Club (later Sunderland R.F.C.) which had formed in 1873 and which still
exists today, playing at a ground on Chester Road (they moved to their current ground at
Ashbrooke in 1887);

e Sunderland Rovers, based at Hendon (at the Blue House Field in 1878), a club which was to
fold by around 1886. This was the club that Grayston claimed in his memoirs to be a playing
member of in 1879 (together with Allan who was a “spectator” member), though there is no
sign of him appearing in 1t and 2" team reports of the time. His young age probably meant
he was playing in the junior / colts team, which rarely had its matches reported.

There are regular reports of matches played by these teams in the newspapers of the time, with full
line-ups given.

Pre-1879: Blue House Field

The Blue House Field was a regular venue for many sporting and non-sporting events in the 1870s,
and was well-known in the town. It wasn’t actually a single field, there were separate cricket and
athletics areas. There were also adjacent fields present at that time.

Hendon Church Institute Cricket Club was the tenant of the cricket ground in 1879 and 1880.
Sunderland Rovers rugby team were using the athletics area in 1878, as this excerpt from the
Sunderland Echo of 2" November 1878 shows:
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The Rovers continued to be based at Hendon
throughout their short existence, but the Blue
House Field is not mentioned specifically as their
home in subsequent years, rather “Rovers’ Ground,
Hendon”. John Grayston states that their ground
was “where the oil tanks were”. They were playing
at Hendon at the same time as Sunderland A.F.C.
were at the Blue House Field in 1880-1882; on some
occasions both had matches on the same afternoon.
It is therefore doubtful that the two clubs ever
shared the pitch known as Blue House Field.

In the present day, the Raich Carter Sports Centre
sits where the Blue House Field Cricket Ground
would have been; the Blue House Field (athletics /
football) is adjacent and to the south, still a football
field and marked with a blue plaque; the Rovers’ Ground, from Grayston’s statement, would have
been adjacent and to the east of the cricket ground, i.e. on the opposite side of the road to the Raich
Carter Sports Centre.

15t April 1879: James Allan arrives in Sunderland

James Allan took up his post as Second Assistant Master at
Hendon Board School on 1% April 1879. This is reported in
the Sunderland Echo’s coverage of the Board’s monthly
meeting of 8" April 1879, published in the edition of 9t
April 1879. It is also published in the Newcastle Courant of
11 April 1879.

There is no evidence that Allan was employed in Sunderland
at any time before this, and Grayston’s memoirs align with
this, stating Allan arrived to his post from Glasgow
University. Allan’s obituary in 1911 also states that he
arrived in Sunderland in 1879.
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Notes:

e The 1878-79 rugby season had ended by the time Allan arrived; therefore Grayston’s claim that Allan
joined him as a (non-playing) member of the Rovers Rugby Club could only have applied from the
1879-80 season onwards.

e The first opportunity Allan would have had to meet the other teachers in the Sunderland and District
Teachers’ Association would have been the June 1879 quarterly meeting. It is not known if this
meeting took place, as there is no report of such in the local newspapers.

e The first possible return of Allan to his native Scotland would have been the school summer holidays of
1879, which then, as now, were during July and August. The earliest he could have returned from his
holidays with a round football, as per Grayston’s claim, would therefore be September 1879.

13th September 1879: Quarterly Meeting of the Sunderland and District Teachers’
Association

This meeting is reported in the Sunderland Echo of 15" September 1879. During the meeting seven
new members were admitted to the association.

The quarterly meeting of the Sunderland and

District Teachers' Association was held in the King-

Notes: st. Bchool room on Saturdny. Among otheritems of
importance discussed was the question of the irre-

gular attendance of children at school. It appesred

e There is a strong possibility that James Allan was that three of the schools represented at the meet-
ing have an attendance of only 55 per cent. of the

one of the seven new members admitted. pumber on their books. The action of the School
Board in first reducing the staff of truant officers

e This would have been Allan’s first opportunity to aud then deciding that the number thus reduced
. A L. N could only attend to those children who attended
introduce the idea of Association Football to his less than half time, was universally condemned, as

Il h a large number of children who attend five, six, or
fe ow teachers. geven times a week are thus left free to continue

; : their irregular attendance, unless the teacher can in-
*  Atbest this was probably only the second time he duce the parents to send them more regularly. As

had met teachers from further afield of Hendon a rule, however, those parenta who are indifferent
to the education of their children care little for
Board School. either the advice or admonition of the teacher.

During the mesting seven new members were ad-
witted to the gesociation.

23" January 1880: The formation of Northumberland and Durham Football Association

A meeting was convened at the Turk’s Head Hotel, Grey Street, Newcastle in order to form an
association of the clubs playing soccer in the counties of Northumberland and Durham. Only six
clubs were initially enrolled: Tyne, Newcastle Rangers, North-Eastern, Corbridge, Burnopfield and
Darlington Grammar School. There is no sign of the meeting being reported in the Sunderland Echo;
it was probably considered of no interest in a rugby-playing town. It was, however, extensively
reported in the Newcastle Journal of Saturday 24" January 1880:
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Notes:

If the teachers had formed a team by this point, why did they make no attempt to join the new

Northumberland and Durham F.A., an action which would have established links to other clubs and the

possibility of fixtures?

Why would those forming the new association specifically include Sunderland in the list of “rugby”

towns that should be able to support a team? Either there was no team in Sunderland at this point, or

if the teachers had formed a team, they were keeping the fact very well hidden; they obviously had not

even attempted to contact any of the existing clubs to try to arrange a fixture.
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13t March 1880: Quarterly Meeting of Sunderland and District Teachers’ Association

The teachers’ quarterly meeting was reported in the Sunderland Echo of Monday 15" March 1880.
They mainly discuss inspections and examinations, but find the time towards the end to chat about
sport ... not football, but the forthcoming Oxford and Cambridge boat-race.

Notes:

If the teachers had formed a “serious”
football club six months earlier, and as
Grayston states, were struggling for fixtures
and funds, would they not mention it?
Especially in any submission they made to
the local newspaper, it would have been
free-advertising of their existence. Rather
than offer their opinion on the Boat Race?

and uni as injurious to the
health of both and children, and detri-
mental to the cause of education.

ablyduﬁn??h?ﬂg‘w theym on the
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Late May 1880: Northumberland and Durham Football Association introduce a Challenge

Cup

A general meeting is held to draw up
the rules for the Challenge Cup, and is
reported widely (Northern Echo
report of 30" May 1880 is shown
here). The cup is described in great
detail and there is a specific hope that
its introduction will encourage the
formation of new teams in the
counties to compete for it. The
association at this point still only has
seven clubs, only one more than
registered at the initial meeting in
January 1880. There is a recognition
that several other clubs have formed,
and others are in the course of
formation.

Notes:

FOOTBALL.

NeRTHUNMDERLAND AND Donmaw FooTnALL ASIO-
oIt uN,—aA peneritl meating of the abava was hald o
fow dnye ago in Deweastle to deaw up the cup ralss.
I'be raceting was woll altended, aud tho rules puszed
were simlay to thoze in fores with ths clder iBsocin-
tiona. EBeveral cups pod drowingo wees exntaloed, and
fnaly one wassolentad., The cup itssi! stands 24,
auvd with the stand acarly 3din. Xt ig muloe of pure
giiver, and weichg 700z, Un ths tip i2 o fijurs of
victory. It bears the armi of Northumberlaud snd
Darhim in bas-vellef en the front, with s esutre
medallion reyrosentivg the geme in full play. Un
tiie roverze alde ore (e nipis ¢f S, Georgs and
Euglend. Tho associntion gitine has been somawhab
neatected dn this distries, buy doubtiers sush ¢ hand-
sone challen;’}» tiophy wil induce many now clubs to
La formed., Woe following clubs lave airendy jolucd
the nascciation:—Tha Tyne, 'Lhe Lungers, Norih:
Tiastern, Corbridge-on-Tyzo, Bmmopileld, Zangiton-
Io-8k ree, aud Dariington Grammar Sclool, whilst
gevernl mew ciuls hava heen formad, and others nre
in gouree of furraation. Coples of the byo-daws and
cup rales esn be obteiced from tho Secretary (A.d.
Harrison), 18, Wenfworll-plice, Rewcastla-on-Tyue,

Sunderland District Teachers’ Association Football Club remains outside the Northumberland and

Durham F.A. The club may still be unknown to the F.A., or they may be one of the new clubs formed
or in the course of formation; or they may simply not yet exist.

Mid-September 1880: Northumberland and Durham Challenge Cup Closure for Entries

Athletic News reports on 22" September
1880 that the last date to enter a team
for the Northumberland and Durham

Challenge Cup is 25" October 1880. It also

indicates there are now a dozen clubs in
the region, and that the cup itself is on
display in Newcastle.

Notes:

Wandenl - tion game be ssid to be firmly
The "’“,.xmuﬂadbm Eightesa
M"“b.‘o" there was but one d:l‘:;“:‘o' thr- are a
aum.c!iﬂlcn{.m number being
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Allan was familiar enough with Newcastle to marry there in the fourth quarter of 1880, so there’s a

fair chance he had a good look at the new cup in the shop window there, and was aware of the
imminent closing date for entries. If his band of teachers were to enter, they needed to officially form

a team as soon as possible.
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25t September 1880: The teachers’ club makes itself known to the world

On the afternoon of Saturday 25 September 1880, Sunderland and District Teachers’ Association
have a special meeting at Rectory Park Schools. The meeting is reported in the Sunderland Echo of
27t September 1880. The primary reason for the meeting is to listen to the representative of the
forerunner of the N.U.T., probably with the intention of having their association affiliate to the
Union (unless it had already done so).

It is almost certainly the case that following (or prior to) the union meeting, the teachers held a sub-
meeting at which they formally established Sunderland and District Teachers’ Association Football
Club, appointing the necessary officers required for entry to the Northumberland and Durham F.A;;
they let the Echo reporter know what they had done, and an entry about it is tucked away in the
“Local and General News” section (rather than sports) of the same edition of Sunderland Echo.

MR. HELLER IN SUNDERLAND.

On Saturday afterncon the Sunderland and Dis-
trict Teachers’ Association held a special meeting in
the Rectory Park Schools, for the purpose of hear-
ing Mr T. E, Heller, secretary to the National Union
of Elementary teachers, and a member of the Lon-
don School Board, on Union and Educational
matters, Mr Taylor, of Durham, in a short speech
introduced Mr Heller, who was warmly received.

Mr Heller then briefly enumerated the objects of
the Union, which are :—

1. To unite together, by means of local associations, the
public elementary teachers throughout the kingdom, in
order to provide a machinery by which teachers may give
expression to their epinions when occasion requires, and
may tske united action ip any matter affecting their in-
terests. 2. To afford to the Education Department, to
8chcol Boards, and to other educational bodies the benefit
of the collective experience and advice of teachers on
tical educational questions. 3. To improve the gsueral educa-
A5 stk of pblls He ey A e oy
and status of public elementary @rs, an BE O
acarerto the best qualified membersof the profession.
4, To watch the working of the Education Act ; to promote
the insertion of such new articles in the code of regulations
as may from time to time be found necessary inthe interesta
of public education; and to secure the removal of such
regulations agare detrimental to the cause of educational
progress. 5. To estublizh a scheme, whereby retiring allow-
ances may be secured to aged aad in tated teachers,
and 1o seek”the removal of such ctions from the
exigting Pension Minutes (1877) as were not contained in the
minutes of 1846 and 1851-G1. 6. To establish provident,
benevolent, and annuity funds in connection with the union
for the benefit of the scholastic profession. 7. To establish
and gupport in connection with the union an orphanage and
orphan fund for the ch ldren of teachers. 8. To raise teach-
ing to the dignity of a profession, by means of a pubiic
rejaster of duly quatified te:chers for every class of sc100ls;

by the appointment of a representative educational council;
and by the creation of a ministry of science and education.

|

He then, in an able manner, procesded to show what
the Union had done for education—how, before
1869, the year in which the National Union was
established, teachers could not exercise any great
infiuence on the Council of Education, because they
had not an organisation which would bring before
the council something like a representative voice of
the whole of the teachers of the country. At the
present time, if any legislation was to take place which
would aftect the internal arrangements of our schools,
it could not take effect unless the matter had been
pretty freely discussed by the teachers themselves,
and due weight been brought to bear upon Govern-
ment to prevent the introduction of any measures
which in their operations would in the opinion of the
Union, in any respect, act injuriously on the cause
of education. By the united association the teachers
were in a position to say to Government that such
and such changes in the code were or were not
acceptable to the great body of teachers, No fewer
than thirty-six suggestions sent by the executive of
the Union had been accepted by the Government,
and were now in the code. He then spoke about
the science of education and how it was a teacher’s
duty to meet in fellowship with other teachers and
discuss the best methods of improving the science
and art of teaching. The material they had to work
upon was mere plastic than that of any other class
of workmen, and their aim being one of the highest,
they should offer their hands in fellowship to all
teachers, and by free interchange of ideas further
the grand work in which they were engaged. After
a few more general observations on educational
matters, the speaker sat down amidst great applause.
—Mr Bryers, Board Inspector, proposed a vote of
thanks to his old college friend, Mr Heller, which
was seconded by Mr Lauderdale, of Pallion, sup-
ported by Mr Watson, St, Paul's, Hendon, and
carried by acclamation.

SUNDERLAND AND Distrior TEacHERS' FoOTBALL
CrLuB.—The teachers of Sunderland and district
have formed a football club, and the officebearers
bave been appointed as follows :—Captain and

treasurer, Mr
secretary, Mr iot,

n ; vice-captain, Mr Allan ;
4, Rudland-terrace ; com-

mittee, Mesars Gibbons, Chappel, Coates, and

Sewell.
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Notes:

e Ifthe club had originally formed in 1879, why did it take until September 1880 to formally announce
this?

e There is no sign of John Grayston as secretary, the honour going to William Elliott. If Grayston had
been the “secretary” of the prototype club - as he claimed - he had either made a poor fist of it or was
not considered experienced enough now that things had got serious.

e Note James Allan is only vice-captain, despite being the prime-mover in the enterprise. This is
probably solely down to the fact that Robert Singleton was the most senior teacher (a headmaster)
involved, and “pulled rank”.

gth October 1880: First reported practice match

A snippet in the Sunderland Echo of Monday 11" October 1880 places the club at the Blue House
Field for the first time, where Allan’s team beats Singleton’s 5-0.

SUNDERLAND AND DiIsTRICT TEACHERS' FOOTBALL
CrLus.—The first game of the season was played in
the grounds of this club (Blue House Field, Hendon),
on Saturday, at 2'30, The teams were selected by
the Captain and Vice-Captain, and the game resulted
in favour of the Vice-Captain’s team by 5 goals to 0.

—_ - ___

Notes:

o The term “first game of the season” is used. It could be inferred that they may have had similar
practices (unreported) during the previous season, but equally it was the start of the season for all
teams, new or old, and there could be no more to it than this.

16" October 1880: Second practice match and change of name

The Sunderland Echo of Monday 18" October 1880 indicates that the teachers have had another
practice and have now changed the club’s name to Sunderland Association Football Club, and that
Robert Singleton has been elected to serve on the committee of the Northumberland and Durham
F.A.

SUNDERLAND AND DISTRICT TEACHERS’® ASSOCIA-
110N FooTBALL CLUB.—The members of this club
bad a practice game on Saturday.—~Afterwards a
meeting was held, and it was determined to chamge

the name fo the ** Sunderland Association Football
Club.” The captain of the club, Mr Singleton, was
elected to rtand on the committee of the Northum.
berland and Durham Association,

There is also more extensive reporting in the Newcastle Journal. On Saturday 16" October 1880 the
club is essentially announcing itself to the clubs and people in Newcastle:
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Then, in the Newcastle Journal of Monday 18™ October, similar information on the name change as
is in the Sunderland Echo of the same day (see above) is announced:

|

Srerestash arn Desrerery Teatwess' Assorrs
mu Ceer ~—The ocmmbore of the above
Sy e g Agnadly o |
& mreling was , a0d (2 was ta thaugy the
ame to the “Setdorland Amechation Faotlall Cluk
cptude of the elab—Mr Singlaton—as cloetsd to stand

en the cumtnities of 3 Natbonberbad ssd Dartam
&.?w.a!lvm Ly N e
Notes:

e We now have the home ground and club colours formally announced.

e The name has been changed very quickly, and the club opened up to all professions; it is only 3 weeks
after the club first made itself known to the world, and nowhere near the often quoted “2 years” of
struggle as a teachers-only outfit.

e Note that the Newcastle Journal introduces the club as “new” on Saturday and states the club is
“recently formed” in the Monday article. Clearly the sports journalists of Newcastle, where the
association game had flourished for more than 3 years, regarded Sunderland as a brand new club.

e Perhaps poor numbers attending the first couple of practices have made the teachers quickly realise
that if they are going to afford the rent at the Blue House Field, and have any chance of competing
with the other clubs in the area, they have to open the club up to the wider population.

6'™" November 1880: Advertising for Players

The new club is a week away from their first match against another club, and the Northumberland
and Durham Challenge Cup is looming. On Saturday 6" November 1880 they place an advert in the
Sunderland Echo for the first time; it is run on 3 subsequent nights during the following week:

UNDERLAND ASSOCIATION F. B. C.—WANTED,
> gOURg %E%'H.Em:o join t.heh above. Grounds,
e House Fie endon.—Addreas to honorary secretary,
Mr Wm. Elliot, 4’, Rudland-terrace. X

Notes:

e The club is obviously struggling for numbers and have now completely abandoned the idea of limiting
membership to teachers.
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10t November 1880: Athletic News report Sunderland club “recently formed”

The weekly “Athletic News” paper carried a regular column on “The Association Game in

Northumberland and Durham”. Sunderland are first mentioned in this column on Wednesday 10"

November 1880:

e L St 2. e,
cap oompetition
mﬁ'wm haa

Athletic News, the country’s primary sporting publication of the time, regard Sunderland as “recently

formed” and “learning the game”, which is an extremely unlikely description if the club had actually

formed over a year earlier in October 1879.

e The formation of the Ovingham club is well documented in contemporary sources; 25" September
1880 after the local cricket team loaned their field for an exhibition game between Tyne and

Corbridge, and were so impressed they decided to form their own association team immediately

afterwards.

e The formation of the Newcastle FA club is also well-documented; 23 October 1880 after a kick-about
on the Town Moor, a meeting was held at the nearby North Terrace Hotel at which the club was

formed and officers appointed.

e The fact that Sunderland are mentioned alongside Ovingham and Newcastle FA in terms of being

recently formed strongly supports a Sunderland formation date of 25 September 1880.
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13t November 1880: The first reported match against another club

The Sunderland Echo of Monday 15 November 1880 reports Sunderland A.F.C.’s first match, a 1-0
defeat to Ferryhill at the Blue House Field.

SUNDERLAND ASSOCIATION .%. FERRYBILL.—The
above match came off on Saturday on the Blue
House Field, Sunderland, and after a game re-
sulted in - favour of the strangers by one goal to

nothing. The Sunderland Club, hcwever, was poorly
represented, no less than five ot their best men being
intt;hn?:w E. .“b“&dmmg'
S Gl Mu‘
s (cap=.

. ! > J-
W. Anderson, half-backs ; E. Watson, J. Barron, P,
Dove, ' F. Woodward, J. 0. Chappell, J. Allen, for-
wards.

The Newcastle Journal of the same day offers a more detailed account and confirms it is the first
“proper” match:
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There is evidently a struggle to get even the talented team members to turn up. John Grayston, for all
his claims to have played in the first game, is one of the absent “better” players!

i
F
|

In the early days, matches were usually more substantially reported in the Newcastle papers than the
Sunderland Echo; more than likely because the Echo reporter was struggling with the rules of the new
game, whilst his counterparts from Newcastle had had the experience of watching the likes of Tyne
and Rangers for three years.
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25" May 1883: Formation of the Durham Football Association

At the end of the 1882-3 season, football had grown so substantially in the North-East that it was felt
the Northumberland and Durham F.A. should split into separate county associations. Sadly, the
minutes of the Northumberland and Durham F.A. from 1880 to 1883 seem to have been lost forever;
however, those of the Durham F.A. incredibly still exist, in their original hand-written form, in the
Tyne and Wear Archives (part of the National Archives).

The first general meeting of the Durham F.A. took place at the Three Tuns Hotel, Durham on 25%
May 1883. The original club members were Sunderland, Whitburn, Castle Eden, Birtley, Stanley Star,
Burnopfield, Derwent Rovers, Hamsterley and Milkwell Burn. Significantly, Robert Singleton, one of
Sunderland A.F.C.’s founders, was elected Treasurer, and regularly signed off the hand-written
minutes. So as an aside, if you ever wish to handle a document that one of Sunderland’s founding
fathers handled, become a member of the Tyne and Wear Archives (it’s free).

The significance of Robert Singleton being at the centre of the early Durham F.A. will become

apparent later...

14 August 1883: Second General Meeting of the Durham Football Association

Several more clubs had joined the Durham F.A. by now and an inventory of them was listed in the

minutes, with the name of the secretary and club colours where available. Sunderland’s entry listed
Macmillan (Jim) as secretary and the colours as Navy Blue. The Durham F.A. were obviously keen to
promote the sport and make links with the local press, the following entry appearing in the minutes:

The editor of the Northern Athlete having written to the secretary to the effect that he was prepared
to devote a certain amount of space to the proceedings of the D.F.A. it was proposed by Mr. Park
(Castle Eden Colliery) “That the Northern Athlete be the official organ of the association.” Seconded
by Mr. Beattie (Hobson Wanderers) and carried unanimously.

This is confirmed by the Northern Athlete itself in the edition of 22 August 1883:

DURHAM
FOOTBALL ASSOQCI/ATION.

A CommrTTEE MEETING of the DURHAM

FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION was held in the o 1po Northern Athlete was the prominent weekly sports publication
THREE TuNs HoTEL, DURHAM, on THURSDAY o
Evening last, MR. SINGLETON presiding. fOf the North-East at this time.

Representatives attended from SUNDERLAND, o 1pho nyrham F.A. were clearly forming a very close relationship
DARLINGTON, CAsTLE EDpEN, STANLEY, TAN-

Tosie, BurnorrreLp, Hamsteruey, snd  with the Northern Athlete in order to keep the wider public aware of

i oo . i their business.
After concluding the purely formal business

of the Meeting, which included a very

satisfactory report of the formation of NEW

AssociaTioN CrLuss in the County, it was

unanimowdly decided that the ‘‘ NORTHERN

ATHLETE” be the Organ of the DURHAM

FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION. A very interes-

ting business like meeting was brought to a close

by & vote of thanks to the Chairman, and to Mrs

Brown for her kindness in providing a room.

Notes:
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o
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22" August 1883 to 19" September 1883: Northern Athlete requests information from the
secretaries of North-East Football Clubs:

Starting on 22" August 1883, Northern Athlete requested details from all rugby and association
football clubs currently operating in the North-East, in order that they may publish an inventory. The
original request is shown below, it is repeated and updated on 5" September 1883, 12" September

St D e G W =TT

1883 and 19" September 1883:

And when there are two or more teams of the
sameo club, we want the extra details. Many of
the addresses and particulars we have may be
old, in some cases recent changes may have been
made, and some of the clubs have not given all
the information. We therefore request all
secretaries to peruse the following lists, and to

note—
1. Where numbers are appended to the name,
we require answers to the queries thus

culars.

the information.
And then oblige us, and our readers, by promptly
complying with our request, by post eard or
letter.

NORTHUMBERLAND,
Newcastle—1, 5. Gosforth.
Belgrave Juniors. Benwell, .
Heaton. Newecastle Juniors.
North Elswick. Crescent Juniors.
Rangers, Grove.

North Eastern, West End.
Rosewood Juniors, Percy Park
Tankerville, Alnwick.
Hebburn Juniors. Elswick Leather.
North Tyne Swifts. Newton.
St. Cuthbert's. Osborne.
Hawthorn. Bellingham-—1, 5.
Tyne. Wallsend.
Wallsend Wanderers. Rothbury.
Bedlington. Jesmond—1, 5, 6.
Argyle—1, 4, 5.

DURHAM.
St, Stephen’s. Ashbrooke.
Derwent Rovers. Philadelphia.

Trinity Institute, Leamside.

Ryton South Shields Juniors
Tow Law. South Shields Rovers.
Wardley. Blaydon Poplar.
Humbledon. Winlaton.

Westoe. Gateshead Wanderers

Prudhoe Rovers. Bishop Middleham,

B.C.E.M.T. A Hurworth,
Ovingham. Romandale

Jurrow Juniors. Sunderland Rovers.
Houghton. Castleside.

8t. Thomas Y. M.T, Sunderland.
Ovington, Stanley Star,
Burnopfield. Mickley.
Whitburn, Congett—1, 4, 5.

Gateshead Inst.—1,4, 5. Seaham Harbour —1%
Huartlepool Rovers—1,5.

indicated alone, and not the full parti-|;
2. Where no numbers appear, we require all|

A m i e o b b Gl M. bl b B4 4 b

To Foothall Olub Secretaries, o
S (  Melbourne—1, 5, Middlesbro'—1, 5.
As the leaflet we intend issning, must be got Redcar and Coatham. S“m’“"_’
under way very shortly, the addresses and details Stockton. Guisbro’.
not in our possession we should like to receive, Loftus. Whitby.
The information we require is as follows :— South Bank. Linthorpe.
1. Situation of ground. Port Clarence. Eston ite Star.
2. Rugby or Association, Gainford. Coatham,
3. Name and add@ess of secretary. All Saints. Our Boys.
4. Description of club colours, 1st N.Y.A.V. Ormesby.
5. Date of formation. John's Cleveland House.
6. Captain’s name. Wednesday. Albion

Any club not included in the above list will
please also send the particulars, unless the secre-
tary bas already done so. But if there’'s any
doubt on the question, send in again.
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26" September 1883: Northern Athlete publishes inventory of North-East Football Clubs

Northern Athlete have now collected their information from club secretaries and publish details of
all the association and rugby teams in the region at the start of the 1883-84 season, in the issue of
Wednesday 26" September 1883. The key to the information given, and the first few teams, is
below:

The Sunderland entry sits near the end, as follows:
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Notes:

We can see that the Northern Athlete directly requested club details from club secretaries for several
weeks before publishing. We can therefore be confident that the Sunderland A.F.C. details were
provided directly from the club.

As we have seen, the Durham F.A. had established a close connection with Northern Athlete at this
time, so the Durham F.A. would also have an interest in ensuring that the details of its member clubs
were accurately presented to the wider public.

At the club’s half-yearly general meeting on 14" September 1883, the following were elected officers
for the coming season: Mr. Singleton (hon. Captain), J.R. Allan (captain), J. McDonald (vice-captain), J.
McMillan (secretary), J. Kirtley (treasurer), with the committee completed by E. Watson, W. Allan, E.
Woodward, F. Woodward, W. Scott and J. Johnston.

Original founders Robert Singleton and James Allan were therefore still in key positions at the club as
were Ted Watson and Frank Woodward, who had both played in the club’s first ever game. Robert
Singleton was also embedded in the Durham F.A. as treasurer and Sunderland representative.
Effectively we have club founders Allan and Singleton confirming - only three years after the event -
that Sunderland Association Football Club formed in September 1880; which corroborates the
Sunderland Echo of 27" September 1880 which reported the formation and stated Singleton and Allan
were present and had been elected Captain/Treasurer and vice-captain respectively.

September 1884: Sunderland AFC issue their Membership Cards for the new season

The club had won their first trophies the previous season (the Durham Challenge Cup and Newcastle

Temperance Festival Cup), and had moved to a new home ground at Abbs Field, Fulwell. This was a

significant move, as this ground was fully enclosed and they were therefore better placed to collect

gate money. They were also now selling membership for the 1884-85 season, with a membership
card provided:

——

CAPTAIN,

{ K,
Sunderland | J. HavL,
! | VISR CARTAIN.
i i J. INNES.
FOO T.BALL CAPTAIN 2ND TEAM. !
H~A. BROWN. [
eLUD, : ! OOMMITTEE. |
¥ X & J. Lespie. | J. GRAYSTON.
ESTABLISHED 1880, J. Kinrrey | G LUMSDEN.

J. Crurns. | H. ANDERSON
HON, TREASURER.
J. R. ALLAN.
HON. SEORETARY.

i Jamus McMILLAN,
J. W. Wavaax, Esq. | Hudson Road.

—_—

SEASON 1884-5,

—

FRIIIS!NT.

) ASSISTANT SEORETARY.
V:ioE-PRESIDENTS, g i 1. K Ennort.
H. Rirsox, Esq. i >'; COLOURS,

Navy Blue with Cardinal Hose.
De. Porrs, Esq. J.P,

G. 8. Lawsox,, Esq,
Rev. R. HinpL.
R. SiNaLETON, Esq.

GROUND.

Newcastle Rd., Monkwearmouth
4 minutes walk from Mkw Station

MEMDER'S NAJME,

J. Coulthard, Bunderland,
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Notes:

e The above artefact was included in the club’s “The Official History” book published in 2000, at page 9,
and clearly states that the club was established in 1880.

e This is a document published by the club itself, the ultimate primary source. The secretary is still James
McMillan, who would have provided the same foundation information to Northern Athlete the
previous year (see earlier). Once again, original founders James Allan and Robert Singleton still occupy
prominent positions at the club. It is hard to believe that Allan and Singleton in particular would be
party to continually presenting the club’s formation year as 1880 if this were untrue.

e Interesting that the club stated their ground was Newcastle Road, this is where they had won the
Durham Challenge Cup the previous season. They had spent the summer searching for a new ground
and maybe thought they had secured Newcastle Road at the time the cards were printed. It was only a
matter of days before the season started that they announced their new ground was to be Abbs Field.
They obviously did not give up on Newcastle Road, and eventually secured its use in April 1886.

1880 In Secondary Sources

Though the myth of the 1879 formation seemed to originally arise in a Sunderland Echo article of
1887 (several years after the above primary sources were published), it did not prevent 1880

references from appearing in later publications.

The following is an excerpt from the 1937/38 FA Cup Semi-Final Programme (Sunderland v
Huddersfield Town, played at Ewood Park, Blackburn):

SIR WALTER RAINE

hairm
HUddersﬂeld a:‘;,n F.C Chairman,
cylthougn h, o~ _Sunderland F.C.
st ™ mea — e e
venrs GG, S toother ArCGhy 8 |y Sunderiing are mumbere mgne
ar as Le Chuna My, young country, cven though th e Bt
cerned—Huggesee; C1ubs are’ con- the distinction of belng fotmuatio!
& greater repurigid ,LOWD  have members. Tt was way back 1o a0
than many* neuon In the game that members of the scholustie o0
holastic pro-
older Beg's;nn?l'ganlsatlons much fession keenly  interes P
as ague, then +{ game brought the club into exist-
season in . the’ spending a ence, In those early days the
fhey went into the Second Divisian | Leum gacluded many men from ®be-
rd year of their existence cam ise s
and h ; ) e recognised as one of the
e R the eo 1ess dicult powerful teams in football, "
Afte 3 5 : kK wl;l;txilere \Kas a period in the '80’s
s ﬁrwar s debts accumulated and R a4 home defeat for Sunder-
nancial gosj_tion became 8o and was almost unknown; in fact,
stringent that there was every pros- faor 8 period of ifive years they
ect of Huddersfield Town ceasing ost only three of their home
o exist as a Soccer club, particu- matches. In 1892 they becams
larly as the district from which they Champions of the First Division,
drew their support had a deep- pacin a{OI?xéPng ear they again
rooted affection for the Rugby coae. thev eonld nat nn?vn?lr:;n .ﬁ..“.‘.".?.‘.h
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A recently published book “England’s Oldest Football Clubs 1815-1889” by Martin Westby is an
extensive work of research:

- IR et

E gd S St Football Clubs
- 1815-1889.

A mchnumlogimldmd ﬁ&imomn. foochall
(Fol . sdjool,l“mtty,cumﬁ Ru‘bv‘& Kesocintion)

The information in this publication has been derived from Football Annuals published by Charles W.
Alcock from 1868 to 1908. Alcock was born in Sunderland (there is a blue plaque in Sunniside),
schooled at Harrow, and introduced the FA Cup in 1871; he later became Secretary of the FA.
Alcock’s Annuals are serious collector’s items, selling for around £900 each and are considered the
definitive source of information on the early days of Association Football. They also represent a
completely different source of information to that compiled on this website. Westby’s conclusion for
Sunderland AFC? Formed in 1880 and played their first game the same year.
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